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Report - Maharashtra (India) Floods - September / October 2025

Background: The unprecedented heavy rains and cloud bursting all over during the monsoon
months of August and September in the current year of 2025, caused severe flood situations in
30 districts of Maharashtra especially, Central and Western districts of Maharashtra. Besides
eroding crops and top soils on large extent of farm lands, the floods changed even the natural
course of streams and revolute at number of places in the state. Most of the rivers and dams in
these districts overflew causing more panic amongst the people as the flood waters devasted
banks and villages around. By one estimate crops worth Rs. 34,000 crores were lost while the
loss to top soil can not be counted in money terms. The land reclamation will take years together
and huge costs. Losses to shelters of people is also a cause of concern besides loss to cattle and
household material is equally a cause of concern.

Government responded well in time shifting people to safer places. The NDRF and SDRF
played very crucial and vital role in saving precious life of people although still 13 people lost
their life. The relief in terms of cooked food for the first week followed by ration Kits were
given to most of the affected people by district administration. Some voluntary agencies and
Corporations also distributed the relief material giving much needed food support at the crucial
period of two to three weeks before people start returning to their houses and farm fields. The
damage and loss is so enormous that Government or voluntary sector alone cannot handle the
situation without each other’s help. Both have to play their constructive relief and rehabilitation
role and responsibility to help people recover from such a large-scale natural calamity.

DST Response: Development Support Team, was also actively involved in assessing the
situation in consultation with its local contacts all over affected districts. Its team comprising
advisor Shri Vivek Atre ji, Finance Manager Shri Laxmikant Zanwar and Office Assistant cum
Driver visited in the most affected blocks namely Sangola and Mohol in Solapur district and
Tuljapur block in Dharashiv district and also discussed impact on NT/DNT affected
communities in Karmala Block of Solapur district. Our earlier experience of working on relief
and rehabilitation during worst natural calamities came very handy in both assessment and
planning response during current disaster. Earlier DST has worked on 1993 Latur Earthquake,
2001 Gujarat earthquake, 2005 and 2006 Maharashtra floods and 2019 western Maharashtra
floods. During Sangli and Kolhapur floods, DST had distributed ration kits to number of
families in Sangli district.

After Assessment of present situation and considering the need of support for affected people,
DST decided to work in 4 most impacted blocks of Solapur and Dharashiv Districts and
organized relief activities as follows:

District | Block Village Number of | Socio- Type of | Date of
families to | economic support Distribution
be status of | needed of relief
supported | Beneficiaries material

Solapur | Karmala | Awati 21 ST (Pardhi) Household /| 8.10.2025

Village Kitchen
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Pardhi utensils as their

Vasti along homes  were
the  back washed out
waters  of during floods
Ujani Dam
Sangola | Kadlas 35 NT/DNT/ST | Household /| 26.10.2025
families Kitchen

utensils as their
homes were
washed out
during floods
Mohol Shingoli 65 SC/ Dalit Household /| 26.10.2025
Kitchen
utensils as their
homes were
washed out
during floods

Tuljapur | Arhali nd 150 OBC, Ration Kits | 15.10.2025
Devshingi landless, comprising 15
NT/DNT food items
which can

survive  them
for atleast 15
days before
government
compensation
received

DST always prefers to support most poor and needy and who are highly vulnerable to suffer due to
natural calamities. Due to this experience, DST in consultation with local NGOs decided to provide
support who were left out or received very less from government and other relief agencies, it focussed
its relief activities on such households only namely SC, ST, NT/DNT, OBC, small land holders and
landless and among them to hand over the relief material to women in their household.

As per above table, the relief material was carried out. Good quality branded steel utensils were given
so that they last long for the beneficiary families. The ration kits were also given so that people could
get quality food from the distributed ration kits. Aware of need of maintaining hygiene, DST provided
toilet and washing soaps as a part of ration Kits.

DST trustees were present during the distribution and also guided the beneficiaries as how they can
overcome the losses and plan their recovery / rehabilitation from support received from government
and other or voluntary agencies. Our work received good press coverage, especially the relief work in
Tuljapur block and Sangola/Mohol Blocks.

As a token of acknowledgement and administrative reasons, DST recorded and collected names of every
beneficiary, her/his Aadhar Card Number, Mobile Number and also obtained signature /thumb
impression for the records of the organisation. This is necessary for audit purposes.

DST will continue monitoring the recovery/rehabilitation process through the local NGO contacts and
plan accordingly, whether it need to work beyond the relief support. Some beneficiaries, especially
during Sangola and Tuljapur blocks requested about support to develop / reclaim their lands which they
suffered losses due to rains and floods and also a support for seeds and fertilisers. DST will assess the
situation over the next few weeks and decide accordingly.
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Photo Gallery

1. Assessment Visit

Assessment visit to Solapur and Dharashiv Districts by DT - Damage caused to farm lands and houses in
Sangola and Tuljapur blocks (source

2. Relief activity at village Awati - Pardhi Vasti along the back waters of Ujani Dam,
Karmala Block:
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3. Relief Activity at village Aarhali and Devshingi in Tulajapur Block of Dharashiv
District:
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4. Relief activity in villages of Kadlas and Shingoli in Sangola and Mohol blocks of Solapur

district:
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Shirish Kulkarni
Chairperson/Development Support Team/Pune / 31% October 2025
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